Intermediate filament expression and lectin histochemical features of canine transmissible venereal tumour.
Immunocharacterization of intermediate filament proteins and lectin-binding studies were carried out in canine transmissible venereal tumour (TVT), a unique neoplasia sharing some epidemiological features with Kaposi's sarcoma in humans. Neoplastic cells express vimentin, but neither cytokeratin nor desmin. Regarding lectins, TVT cells express receptors for Triticum vulgaris (WGA), Concanavalia ensiformis (Con A) and Ricinus communis I (RCA-I). They appear to be negative for Ulex europaeus-I (UEA-I), Arachis hypogaea (PNA), Glycine maximus (SBA) and Dolichos biflorus (DBA).